
Player Retention Rule  
 
On May 5, 2019 the Badger Region Board of Directors passed a new rule which radically 
changes the tryout process.  The new rule establishes the Player Retention Rule or PRR. 
The PRR allows a club to make an offer to their current players between August 1st and August 
10th.  A player who accepts a PRR offer has then committed to playing for that same club the 
following season  
 
Subsequently we conducted a survey of our families.  Over 70 % of the families who responded 
preferred that Milwaukee Sting not use the PRR.   After careful consideration of the potential 
ramifications of using the PRR, and guided by the feedback from our families, our 
staff unanimously agreed that we would not use the PRR. Let me explain why. 
 
First under the previous policy a player could tryout at multiple clubs and take the time to weigh 
the benefits of those offers and make a well thought out decision.  Now players will get an 
uncontested offer and will have a deadline upon which they must act. The rule reduces player 
choice. This is what one parent said: “I	think	it’s	bad	for	Sting	and	bad	for	players.		[My	son]	likely	
would	never	be	a	part	of	Sting	if	it	these	rules	were	in	effect	–	it	would	be	too	hard	to	change	clubs.	
Competition	helps	the	kids	and	the	clubs	and	it	is	the	way	the	world	works	outside	volleyball.” 
 
Moreover, it is within the challenge of open tryouts that we can get our initial glimpse into the 
competitive drive of the players.   To build the best teams possible we need to have the dynamic 
energy that open tryouts create, not the comfort of a team comprised of players with accepted 
PRR offers.   
 
Perhaps a player from the 14 silver team offered the most important comment.  After the rule 
was explained to her, she said she would not want a PRR offer. Then adding,  “ I  want to 
know that I  earned a spot on the team.”  
 
Accordingly Milwaukee Sting will not extend any retention offers.   We do not want to send a 
mixed message, we are very happy with our current players and we hope all will come to our 
tryouts.  But in the end We want players to accept offers tendered to them because 
they have weighed their options and have chosen us - NOT because they feel 
coerced to do so in August.   
 
We have the best facility for training and we have an outstanding coaching staff.  We are the 
best option for the most motivated players and for those players who aspire to be their very 
best.   
 
The Milwaukee Sting Staff 
Dave, Taylor, LJ, Peter, Colleen and Ted 
 
 

 
Milwaukee Sting VBC / N54 W13904 Northpark Dr. / Menomonee Falls, WI 53051 

www.milwaukeesting.com 
info@milwaukeesting.com 


